
 

 

Christmas Lights – the process 
(outside Ripley Town Centre) 

The Tender 

In 2025, the Council went out to tender for the Christmas Lights contract for the next three years. 
The contract was awarded to LITE.  

The town council have worked with LITE for many years. Although their quote wasn’t the cheapest, 
it was the best in terms of the quality and choice of displays. Their maintenance call outs were 
already in place and have proved to be extremely reliable in previous years, if we have had a problem 
with a light display. 

We are always very proud of the Christmas lights we can provide for our residents and visitors to the 
area. We often receive messages and telephone calls from members of the public congratulation 
us on the displays, both in villages and in Ripley Town Centre. 

 

Location of light displays and criteria 

Next in the process is identifying the lampposts where the displays can be erected. 

• We place Christmas light displays at the entrance and exit to villages where they have the 
most impact and more passersby. 

We must follow strict criteria from Derbyshire County Council who are responsible for the 
lampposts. 

• The lampposts must be made from metal, not concrete. We cannot drill into concrete to put 
the brackets and power boxes up, as it will compromise the strength and safety of the 
column. 

• We cannot put displays on lampposts that already have signage on them, for example, speed 
limits, give way, public footpath etc. 
 

 

 



Strength testing of each lamppost 

Once all the lamppost locations have been identified, we submit the following information to a 
company who inspects each of the 102 lampposts: 

• Lamppost number (each lamppost as has a unique number which it can be identified by). 
• Address and postcode 
• What3Word location 

 
This company inspects and tests each lighting column for root and swage joint corrosion where 
applicable. Column details are recorded with respect to dimensions to enable the structural 
engineer to carry out calculations to determine the suitability for additional/new attachments. 
 
Ripley Town Council receive a report informing us of the calculations and whether the lamppost is 
adequate to carry the Christmas light attachments. They also recommend a proposed retest period 
which is either in one- or two-years’ time. 
 
Out of the 102 lampposts tested in 2025, 13 came back as inadequate. 
 
The report concluded: 

• that each column must have only one decoration on it, mounted no higher than 3m from the 
group to the bottom of the decoration. 

• No decoration or its support shall project over the road or within 0.5m of the kerb face at a 
height less than 5.7m above the road. 

• At least 2.5m headroom must be provided over any area restricted to just pedestrian 
movement. It is noted that many pedestrian areas also permit vehicular access for 
emergency services and delivery vehicles. In such circumstances, care must be taken to 
ensure no decorations are mounted less than 5.8m above the road/pedestrian surface. 
 

Permissions from Derbyshire County Council (DCC) 

Once we have received the strength testing report back, we then apply to DCC for permission to 
erect the lighting display and electric socket onto their lampposts.  
 
This is done on their website where we must input each of the 89 lampposts individually and submit 
the following information: 

• Weight of each attachment 
• Dimensions of attachments 
• Solidity of attachment 
• Mounting height to underside  
• Distance to edge of carriageway 
• Eccentricity (offset) of the centre area to column centreline 
• Proposed mounting 
• Additional information for external sockets mounted on lampposts 
• Proposed dates for installation 



• Proposed date for the removal of decorations 
• Hour’s decorations will be in operation 
• Public Liability Insurance from Ripley Town Council 
• Professional insurance of the installers of the displays 
• Site specific risk assessments 
• Installation method statements 
• Emergency Plan including 24-hour contact details 
• Maintenance Plan, including the maintenance agreement 
• Structure test report 
• Decommissioning plan stating how attachments will be removed 
• HERS Certificates for electricians 
• Electrical testing certificates in accordance with BS7671 

 
Once DCC have checked through all the information we have submitted, they issue Ripley Town 
Council with a licence to enable us to put the Christmas displays on the lampposts. 
 

Next step – Installation 

Once approval is granted, the licence is sent to the lighting engineers so they can start placing the 
electrical sockets and displays on the lampposts for our community to enjoy. 
 
The displays must be removed by 20th January 2026. 

 
Sometimes, some of the Christmas light displays can stop working as power has been interrupted 
to them. If we don’t see this, we are thankful to members of the public for reporting it to us. We 
contact the lighting engineers who come out to assess the situation and hopefully restore power. If 
this cannot be done, they will remove the display from the lamppost. 
 

Difficulties in 2025 

Lampposts 

This year, we have experienced some problems with being able to display Christmas lights on 
lampposts as DCC are undertaking the replacement of some lampposts in areas such as 
Ambergate, the A610 roundabout at Ripley and towards Buckland Hollow, and Lower Hartshay. 
Unfortunately, this was not brought to our attention either before or after we had applied for the 
licence. 

Ahead of starting the process again in 2026, we will be ensuring that no other works to lampposts 
will be undertaken by DCC that might prevent our Christmas displays going up.  

Height of displays 

This year, the strength test report stipulated that we couldn’t have the displays higher than 3m off 
ground level. In previous years, this was 4m. This has meant that if signage is already on a lamppost 
at this height, or there is another obstruction, we cannot place a light display on it. 



2026 

This whole process will start again in May 2026 so we can provide another great festive light display 
for our residents and visitors. Our aim is to increase the number of displays in the Ripley Township 
villages over the coming years. 

 


