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MINUTES of the COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  

Held at 5.30pm on Tuesday 8th September 2026 in The Galley Room, Town Hall, Market Place, Ripley. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Councillors: C Bailey, A Burslem, L Cox, M Hawkins, T Holmes (Chair), A Nicholls, and P Weaving. 
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Hannah Curzon - Town Clerk 
Bradd Farnsworth – Community Engagement Officer 
Plus one member of the public. 
 

AGENDA    
 

080926/1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
No apology was received from Cllr Moss. 
 

080926/2.  VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
NONE 
 

080926/3.  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS  
NONE 
 

080926/4.   PUBLIC SPEAKING 
NONE 
 

080926/5.  TO DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS IF ANY PART OF THE AGENDA SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH THE PUBLIC 
EXCLUDED. 
NONE 
 
080926/6.  DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE RIPLEY CHRISTMAS MARKET AND LIGHTS SWITCH ON 22ND 

NOVEMBER 2026. UPDATE FROM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER REGARDING: 

A. ENTERTAINMENT 

The Community Engagement Officer reported he had contacted Amber Sound FM to come along and play music at 

the event. Ripley Academy of Dance will be contacted to see if they will perform. Heage Band has been invited to 

perform for the carol concert. He will also contact Sonara Singers to see if they are available to accompany Heage 

Band. 

 

NOTED 

 

B. ROAD CLOSURES 

The Community Engagement Officer explained that he will be applying for a road closure for Market Place / South 

Place from Amber Valley Borough Council for the duration of the event.  
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RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL to hire orange barriers to close off Market Place and South Place so vehicles cannot 

access the area. 

 

C. VOLUNTEERS 

The Community Engagement Officer will contact Councillors to ask them to volunteer at the event. 

 

NOTED 

 

D. PROMOTION 

The Community Engagement Officer explained that the posters will be displayed by the end October 2026. He will 

contact Country Images Magazine to ask if they will put an advert in their next publication, the event will be on the 

front page of the next Town Council newsletter. He will also ask AVBC to put the poster on their social media platform 

and Amber Sound FM will create an advert to play on air on the lead up to the event. 

 

NOTED 

 

080926/7. REVIEW THE STALL HOLDER APPLICATIONS FOR THE RIPLEY CHRISTMAS MARKET AND SELECT THE ONES 

WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE TO ATTEND. 

The Committee discussed all the stall applications received and selected the ones to invite to attend.  

 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL For the Community Engagement Officer to contact each stallholder and send them 

an invoice to request payment. Also, to look at inviting more Christmas themed stalls along to the event. 

 

080926/8. DISCUSS THE 2026 MUSIC IN CROSSLEY PARK EVENTS AND REVIEW THE PROPOSED DATES AND 

MUSICIANS FOR THE 2027 PROGRAMME. 

The Committee discussed this year’s events and the good range of music genres and performances. All events have 

been well attended by members of the public. 

 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL the following dates for the 2027 Music in Crossley Park events, 2.30-4.30pm: 

 

Sunday 30th May 2027 
Sunday 13th June 2027 (incorporating Armed Forces Day celebrations) 
Sunday 27th June 2027 
Sunday 11th July 2027 
Sunday 1st August 2027 
Sunday 15th August 2027 
Sunday 29th August 2027 
Sunday 12th September 2027 
 

080926/9. DISCUSS THE 2026 RIPLEY REMEBRANCE PARADE AND KNITTED POPPY APPEAL. 

The Town Clerk reported that she will be attending a meeting with representatives from All Saints Church and the 
Ripley and District RBL on Tuesday 15th September 2026, to discuss arrangements for this years’ parade. 
 
RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL for the Town Clerk to obtain a quote from Blue Dice Promotions to management 
the road closures for this years’ Remembrance Parade. 
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080926/10.  DISCUSS THE EVENT PROPOSAL FOR A 2026 LATE NIGHT CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT IN RIPLEY 

TOWN CENTRE. 

 
RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL that Ripley Town Council liaise with local businesses and market traders and ask 
them to stay open later on Friday 11th December 2026 for late night Christmas shopping, to enhance footfall in 
Ripley Town centre and boost visitor economy to the area.  Investigate the possibility of keeping Oxford Street 
closed until 9pm, and book costumed characters, and a free kids ride. Explore the possibility of Amber Valley 
Borough Council to allow free parking for this event (if it Christmas free parking isn’t already in place). 

 

080926/11.  DISCUSS IDEAS FOR THE 2026 RIPLEY TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY AWARDS. 

The committee discussed possible categories for the community awards. Suggestions included: 

Young person of the Year 

Community Group / Association 

Environmental initiative 

Volunteer of the year / Community Champion 

Business of the Year (with good examples of corporate social responsibility) 

 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL that staff look at developing these categories and report back at the next 

Community Engagement Committee meeting. 

 

080926/12. MEETING CLOSED: 18:24 

 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: TO BE CONFIRMED. 

                      

Date for the Next Full Council Meeting Tuesday 15th September 2026, at 7.00pm. 
 

 

 

 

Signed: ____________________________________________        

 

Date: ______________________________________________ 
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