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MONTHLY MEETING OF RIPLEY TOWN COUNCIL 

Held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 21st July 2026 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Place, Ripley. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Councillors; M Allwood, R Ashton, C Bailey, A Burslem, L Cox, R Emmas-Williams, M Hawkins, T Holmes, M Jones, P 
Lobley BEM, P Moss, A Nicholls, K Smith, K Somers, A Ward, N Weaving (Chair), P Weaving, and D Williams. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Hannah Curzon - Town Clerk 
 
Plus, three members of the public. 
 

AGENDA   
 

210726/1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Carter, Cllr Spencer, and Cllr Wilson. 
 

210726/2.  VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

NONE. 

 

210726/3.  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS  

Cllr. Allwood declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough Council. 
He remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

Cllr. Burslem declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough Council. 
She remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

Cllr. Cox declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough Council. She 
remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

Cllr. Holmes declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough Council. 
He remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

Cllr. Lobley BEM declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough 
Council. He remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

Cllr. Williams declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 12 and 15 as a member of Amber Valley Borough Council. 
He remained in the meeting for the discussion. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

210726/4.  PUBLIC SPEAKING 
A member of the public commented on this year’s floral arrangements in town. They said they were fantastic, 
especially on Nottingham Road in Ripley. They also wanted to convey their delighted for the Ripley Music Festival 
(RMF) and said the children’s performances were amazing on Friday, both on and off stage. They thanked everyone 
involved in organising an enjoyable Music Festival. 
 
Councillor Hawkins, in his capacity of a volunteer at the Ripley Music Festival said it had been a fantastic eight days 
of the RMF at several venues in Ripley and Waingroves, accumulating in a fantastic weekend with a record number 
of attendees at Crossley Park with performances from local schools, and talented singers and musicians. It was 
pleasing to see that members of the public showed impeccable behaviour throughout the weekend. The RMF is the 
only free music event in Amber Valley, organised by volunteers. They are grateful to receive financial support from 
Ripley Town Council and other businesses. Planning for the 2027 event will start over the coming weeks. 
 
 
210726/5.  TO DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS IF ANY PART OF THE AGENDA SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH THE PUBLIC 

EXCLUDED. 

  NONE. 

 

210726/6.  TO CONFIRM THE NON-CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S MONTHLY MEETING ON 16th 

JUNE 2026. 

 

RESOLVED to confirm and agree to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 

210726/7.  TO CONFIRM THE NON-CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

ON 23rd JUNE 2026 AND ACCEPT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN.  

 

RESOLVED to confirm and agree to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 

210726/8.  TO CONFIRM THE NON-CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON 14th JULY 2026 AND 

ACCEPT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN. 

 

RESOLVED to confirm and agree to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 

210726/9. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor and Consort attended the following engagements since the last Town Council monthly meeting: 

 

 25.06.2026     Garden competition schools judging 

 27.06.2026     Ripley Hospital League of Friends Coffee morning at All Saints Church Ripley. 

 28.06.2026     Pure Steel performance in Crossley Park for Armed Forces Day. 

 04.07.2026     Ripley Zoo plaque unveiling at the Little Roosevelt bar on Oxford Street, Ripley. 

 05.07.2026     Mercian Regiment Crich Pilgrimage. 

 11.07.2026     Folk Rocking the Wood event in Waingroves Wood as part of Ripley Music Festival. 

 12.07.2026     Music in Crossley Park with performances from Molly Mae and Rowan Marsh. 

 14.07.2026     Celebration of Achievement event at The Ripley Academy. 

 17.07.2026     Cheque presentation to the Ripley Music Festival. 

 18.07.2026     Ambergate Carnival 

 19.07.2026     Thorn Tree Waingroves – Brass Band concert 

 20.07.2026     Photo with Amber Valley Rotary for their donation of Bleed Kits to the Township.  
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210726/12. TOWN CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 a) Ripley Town Council and Ripley Safer Neighbourhood Bike Marking event – 7th August 2026. 

After the success of last year, Ripley Town Council are working in collaboration with the Ripley SNT to put on 

this free bike and scooter marking event. 

 NOTED 

 

b) Reminder regarding the Marehay Show on 5th September 2026 and Waingroves Show on 12th September 

2026. 

Both events will be advertised in the August newsletter. Ripley Town Council are once again funding the 

children’s activities at the Marehay Show with Sporting Communities. 

 NOTED 

 

 c) Heritage Open Day Saturday 19th September 2026 in the Green Room in Ripley Town Hall, organised by    

the Ripley and District Heritage Trust. 

The RDHT are holding an open day to for members of the public to attend to look at artifacts, photos and 

documents about the history of Ripley. More details about this event will be provided in due course. 

 NOTED 

 

 d) Bleed Kits donated by Rotary Amber Valley 

Donated bleed kits have been installed on Ripley Market Place and at Greenwich Community Sports Hub. 

Ripley Town Council had to obtain a licence from Amber Valley Borough Council in order to install one of the 

kits on the wall next to the HSBC Banking pod. 

NOTED 

 

210726/11. RIPLEY TOWN COUNCIL GRANT RECIPIENTS -NOTICES OF GRATITUDE RECEIVED 

Waingroves Community Trust and the Ripley and Alfreton Tennis Club. 

NOTED 

 

210726/12. UPDATE REGARDING RIPLEY TOWN COUNCIL TAKING OVER THE LICENCE FOR RIPLEY MARKET. 

Cllr. Allwood explained that Ripley Town Council was going to acquire the licence at the end of June 2026. However, 
this has been put back to the Autumn as Amber Valley Borough Council has acquired some funding to purchase two 
new trailers for the stalls.  
 
Due to the nature of the funding, the trailers cannot be given to a Town Council – they must be given to the current 
Market Traders Association. Amber Valley Borough Council have ordered the trailers, and the Market Traders 
Association should acquire them by the beginning of the Autumn, when Ripley Town Council will then take over the 
licence to manage the market. 
 

NOTED 

 

210726/13. UPDATE ON THE JOINT EXPRESSION OF INTEREST WITH ALFRETON, HEANOR AND RIPLEY TOWN 

COUNCILS FOR THE 2026 TOWN OF CULTURE COMPETITION. 

Cllr Allwood explained that the joint expression of interest submitted by our three councils has not been selected to 
progress to the next stage of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport's 2026 Town of Culture competition, 
following the announcement of the shortlisted towns two weeks ago. 
 
However, the considerable research, partnership working and collaborative effort invested in developing our 
expression of interest will not be wasted. Ripley Town Council remains committed to working alongside Alfreton Town 
Council and Heanor Town Council to build on the relationships established through this process and to bring new 



 
 

events, opportunities, and cultural experiences to communities across Amber Valley.  
 
The Town Clerk is meeting with her counterparts from Alfreton and Heanor later this week when collaborative working 
will be discussed. 
 

NOTED 

 

210726/14.  UPDATE ON RESPONSES RECEIVED FROM DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REGARDING: 
a. OXFORD STREET, RIPLEY BARRIERS. 

Cllr Holmes reported that Derbyshire County Council has confirmed the new gates will be installed on Oxford 
Street week commencing 3rd August 2026. 
 
NOTED 
 

b. THE OUTSTANDING WORKS IN RIPLEY TOWN CENTRE. 
Cllr Allwood reported he spent some time last week with Derbyshire County Councillor Tony Wilson, walking 
around Ripley Town Centre looking at outstanding issues which are the responsibility of Derbyshire County 
Council to resolve. For example, damaged pedestrian crossing posts, broken railings, damaged signage etc. All 
the issues have been reported to Derbyshire County Council via their online reporting system and to the 
Cabinet Member responsible for Highways, yet nothing has been resolved. Cllr Wilson has since reported 
them again. We hope to report that these problems have been sorted at a future meeting. 
 
NOTED 
 

210726.15.  DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS (if any). 
Cllr Allwood made members aware of the new Amber Valley Borough Council Scoping consultation for their Local 
Plan 2026-2044 and encourages members to respond. 
 
NOTED 
 

210726/16. MEETING CLOSED: 19.20 

 

DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING: TUESDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, RIPLEY, DE5 3BT. 
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