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1. Introduction 

Background   

Ripley Town Council is in the process of updating its Neighbourhood Plan for the 
sustainable future growth of the area. The original NP was ‘made’ after a referendum 
supported its adoption in 2015. AECOM has been commissioned to undertake a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in support of Ripley’s Neighbourhood Plan 
Review on behalf of the Neighbourhood Group. 

The Neighbourhood Plan review is being prepared in the context of the Amber Valley 
Local Plan (2006) as well as the Ripley Neighbourhood Plan (2015). Amber Valley 
Borough Council withdrew their Local Plan Submission in May 2019. The Borough 
Council are in the process of preparing a new Local Plan, it is due for adoption in 2023 
and is expected to run until 2038, though as of yet there are no policies to go by. 

The Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the development framework for the Ripley 
area in Amber valley, alongside the Local Plan.  Neighbourhood Plans are required to 
be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the adopted Local Plan and can 
develop policies and proposals to address local place-based issues. In this way it is 
intended for the Local Plan to provide a clear overall strategic direction for 
development in Amber Valley, whilst enabling finer detail to be determined through the 
neighbourhood planning process where appropriate. 

The Key information relating to the Ripley Neighbourhood Plan is presented in the 
table below (Table 1.1).  

Table 1.1 Key facts relating to the Neighbourhood Plan for Ripley 

Name of Responsible 
Authority 

Ripley Town Council 

Title of Plan Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  

Subject Neighbourhood Planning 

Purpose The Ripley Neighbourhood Plan update is being prepared as a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act 2011 
and Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The 
plan will be in general conformity with the adopted Amber Valley 
Local Plan. 

Timescale To 2028 

Area covered by the plan The Neighbourhood Plan area covers an area in Amber valley 
and the boundary is illustrated in Figure 1.1. 

Summary of content The Ripley Neighbourhood Plan review will update the existing 
NP to ensure conformity with the emerging Amber Valley Local 
Plan, whilst making the plan more effective by reviewing the 
wording of existing policies and adding new policies.   

Plan contact point Linda McCormick 

Email address: townclerk@ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Figure 1.1: General Location Plan 

SEA explained 

SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the likely significant effects 
of an emerging plan, and reasonable alternatives in terms of key environmental issues.  
The aim of SEA is to inform and influence the plan-making process with a view to 
avoiding or mitigating negative environmental effects and maximising positive effects.    

The European Directive 2001/42/EC1 requires certain plans to be subject to a SEA2. 
This Directive is realised in the UK through Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 1633: The 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (otherwise 
known as the SEA Regulations). These Regulations require an environmental 
assessment to be carried out on certain plans and programmes that are likely to have 
a significant effect upon the environment. The plan has been determined to require a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment.  To meet this requirement, the plan is 
undergoing an SEA process which incorporates the requirements of the SEA 
Regulations.  

 
1 Directive 2001/42/EC:  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/sea-legalcontext.htm 
2 This Directive no longer applies in the context of Brexit, but the national regulations still apply. 
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SEA can be viewed as a four-stage process that produces a number of statutory and 
non-statutory outputs.  As illustrated in Figure 1.2 below, ‘Scoping’ is a mandatory 
process under the SEA Regulations, but the publication of a scoping report is a 
voluntary (but useful) output.   

Figure 1.2: SEA as a four step process 

 

Introduction to scoping 

One of the first stages in the SEA process is to establish what the key issues are that 
the appraisal should focus on. This is called ‘scoping’, and involves a review of relevant 
policies, plans and programmes (a ‘contextual review’) and information about the 
current and future state of the environment, economy and social factors (the 
‘baseline’). This information is then used to set out a framework for undertaking 
strategic environmental assessments as the plan is developed. 

The Regulations3 require that certain statutory bodies are consulted on the scope of a 
SEA.  This can be done in a number of ways, but most often a Scoping Report is 
produced that presents the key information and a methodology for how future 
appraisals will be undertaken. Statutory Consultees have 5 weeks to comment on the 
scope of the appraisal. In England, the statutory consultees are Natural England, The 
Environment Agency and English Heritage. 

Developing the draft scope for the SEA as presented in this report has involved the 
following steps: 

• Defining the broader context for the Ripley Neighbourhood Plan and 
associated SEA (i.e. International, UK Government and local policy and 
commitments), to summarise the regulatory and legislative landscape;  

• Establishing the baseline for the SEA, (i.e. the current and future 
situation in the area in the absence of the Ripley Neighbourhood Plan 
Review) in order to help identify the plan’s likely significant effects; 

• Identifying particular problems or opportunities (‘issues’) that should be 
a focus of the SEA; and 

• Developing a SEA Framework comprising objectives and appraisal 
questions on the basis of these issues which can then be used to 
appraise the draft plan. 

 
3 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 



Ripley Neighbourhood Plan: SA Scoping Report  
  

  
  
  

 

4 
 

Scoping outcomes     

The SEA Regulations aim to encourage proportionate assessment and therefore it is 
important to scope out issues where it is apparent that the Plan could not significantly 
affect the topic area. In order to do this, an initial scoping sifting exercise has been 
undertaken through a combination of a desktop assessment and site visit.  As a result, 
a number of SEA topic areas have been scoped-out without the need to establish a 
more detailed baseline position.  

For other topics, further detail was gathered through the scoping process, which led 
to additional topics being SCOPED OUT.  Only seven have been identified for further 
assessment at the next stages of the SEA. 

The relevant SEA topic areas and the reasons for the scoping decisions are set out in 
Table 1.2 below.  

Table 1.2: Scoping outcomes  

  

SEA topic area   Scoping Outcomes  

Air Quality This topic has undergone a desktop study of high-level constraints 
within the NP area. As a result of this assessment, Air Quality has been 
scoped out of the SEA.  The evidence and maps for these omitted 
topics can be found in section 11. 

Biodiversity This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Climatic Change Adaptation This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Climate Change Mitigation This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Health and Wellbeing This topic has undergone a desktop study of high-level constraints 
within the NP area. As a result of this assessment, Health and 
Wellbeing has been scoped out of the SEA.  The evidence and maps 
for these omitted topics can be found in section 11. 

Historic Environment This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Landscape This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Minerals This topic has undergone a desktop study of high-level constraints 
within the NP area. As a result of this assessment, Minerals has been 
scoped out of the SEA.  The evidence and maps for these omitted 
topics can be found in section 11. 

Population and Housing  This topic has been scoped in to the SEA. 

Soil and land This topic has undergone a desktop study of high-level constraints 
within the NP area. As a result of this assessment, Soil and Land has 
been scoped out of the SEA.  The evidence and maps for these 
omitted topics can be found in section 11. 

Water Quality and 
Resources 

This topic has undergone a desktop study of high-level constraints 
within the NP area. As a result of this assessment, Water Quality and 
Resources has been scoped out of the SEA.  The evidence and maps 
for these omitted topics can be found in section 11. 

Transport and Accessibility This topic has been scoped out of the SEA. 
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Structure of this Scoping Report 

The outcomes of the scoping exercise for the topic areas further considered in the 
scoping process following the initial sift have been presented as follows: 

• Chapter 2: Biodiversity; 

• Chapter 3: Climate Change Resilience; 

• Chapter 4: Climate Change Mitigation; 

• Chapter 5: Historic Environment; 

• Chapter 6: Landscape;  

• Chapter 7: Population and Housing; and 

• Chapter 8: Transportation. 

In accordance with the SEA Regulations, the final chapters of the report summarise 
the overarching sustainability issues, set out the SEA Framework and document the 
next stages in the process.  

To demonstrate a clear trail of how the SEA objectives have been identified each topic 
Chapter (which is scoped into the SEA) concludes with suggested objectives and 
supporting criteria for inclusion in the SEA Framework.  
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2. Biodiversity 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Nature conservation designations 

- Habitats and species within and surrounding the Ripley NP area. 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 2.1.   

Table 2.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible 
here   

The 25 Year Environment Plan 2018 Accessible 
here  

R
e
g
io

n
a

l/
 L

o
c
a

l 

Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan 2011 Accessible 
here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and 
Biodiversity Action Plan 

2020 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and 
Biodiversity Policy 

No date.  N/A 

 

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The DDNP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which 
provides significant emphasis on improving biodiversity and securing measurable 
net gains in development, alongside protection and conservation of designated 
sites and important species and habitats.  This includes utilising a strategic 
approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green 
infrastructure at the wider catchment or landscape scale.  Support is given to 
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and 
future pressures, particularly in consideration of climate change. 

• Over the past decade policy (e.g. The Natural Environment White Paper and 
Biodiversity 2020) has demonstrated a move away from the traditional approach 
of protecting biodiversity, to a wider landscape approach to enhancing biodiversity, 
as part of the overall aims to halt biodiversity loss.  The 25 Year Environment Plan 
places emphasis on improvements to the natural environment; identifying the need 
to “replenish depleted soil, plant trees, support wetlands and peatlands, rid seas 
and rivers of rubbish, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, cleanse the air of 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/environment/conservation/ecology/lowland-derbyshire-biodiversity-action-plan/lowland-derbyshire-biodiversity-action-plan.aspx
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/environment/conservation/ecology/lowland-derbyshire-biodiversity-action-plan/lowland-derbyshire-biodiversity-action-plan.aspx
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
https://www.ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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pollutants, develop cleaner, sustainable energy and protect threatened species 
and habitats.”  Working at a landscape scale transformation is expected to connect 
habitats into larger corridors for wildlife. 

• The emerging Environment Bill will provide further provisions in relation to 
biodiversity when granted royal assent.  The Bill will set parameters for biodiversity 
gain as a condition of planning permission, as well as biodiversity gain site 
registers and biodiversity credits.  The Bill identifies a general duty to conserve 
and enhance biodiversity, including through biodiversity reports and local nature 
recovery strategies.  Local nature recovery strategies will identify biodiversity 
priorities for the strategy area as well as a local habitat map.  Furthermore, habitat 
maps are expected to include recovery and enhancement areas which are or could 
become of importance for biodiversity. 

• The Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan was made by a partnership of 
over 90 organisations including local authorities, environmental groups and 
statutory agencies. takes a landscape character-based approach to listing UK 
priority habitats and species and sets actions and gives targets to work towards to 
stop the loss of biodiversity across the area. 

• The Ripley NP will also be required to be in general conformity with the Amber 
Valley Local Plan covering the NP area which contain policies directly relating to 
biodiversity and nature conservation. Whilst policies from the made Ripley NP are 
relevant, the emerging plan update will seek to replace the current document and 
as such, will supersede existing policies where changes are made. The current 
Ripley NP seeks to identify, protect and enhance sites of ecological importance 
(including the protection of, and development of new wildlife corridors). The 
document also aims to facilitate development which does not adversely affect 
biodiversity and seeks to protect and where possible improve the water 
environment.  

• Ripley Town Council declared a climate emergency in October 2019 with one of 
the two key aims of the declaration being to increase biodiversity. Ripley’s 
Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Action Plan aims to address related issues 
through leadership and governance, legal and policy approaches, consideration 
throughout development decisions and business and employment. It will consider 
energy, pollution, waste management and natural resources throughout its 
response. The Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Policy 
sets out the Township’s operational aspirations for reducing any potential 
detrimental effects on relevant environmental factors.  
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Baseline Summary 

Current Baseline 

 

Figure 2.1: Biodiversity Designations 

As Figure 2.1 shows, Ripley contains two LNRs and four SSSIs. Within areas 
surrounding the area’s boundary there is an additional SSSI as well as three 
additional LNRs. Hammersmith Meadows LNR (Figure 2.2) is supported by Natural 
England’s Countryside Stewardship Scheme and contains habitats for a variety of 
fauna and flora, including wildflowers, foxes and a number of species of birds.  

Carr Wood LNR (Figure 2.3) is comprised of mixed woodland and grassland and 
broadly requires low maintenance, having been left to naturally generate since the 
1920s. Cromford Canal SSSI is rich in wildlife, with community efforts being made to 
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restore the entire canal path’s length. Crich Chase SSSI contains a diverse range of 
semi-natural habitats, including woodland, scrub and unimproved neutral and acid 
grassland.  

  

Figure 2.2: Hammersmith Meadows LNR (image provided by Ripley Town 
Council) 

 

Figure 2.3: Carr Wood LNR (image provided by Ripley Town Council) 
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Figure 2.4: Priority Habitats and Species and TPOs 

As shown in Figure 2.4, there are a number of priority habitats found across the NP 
area. The vast majority of these are Deciduous woodland which is seen around the 
area, especially around the area’s north-western, northern and north-eastern 
boundaries. Other notable habitats found within the NP area are: Lowland meadows, 
Good quality semi-improved grassland, Lowland dry acid grassland, Areas of 
additional habitat, Lowland fens and Traditional orchards.  Notable identified European 
Granted Protected Species include bats and Great Crested Newts (GCN) both within 
and surrounding the Ripley area. The map also shows a number of Tree Preservation 
Areas (TPOs) across the NP area, with a large number found centrally as well as to 
the north and east of Ripley.  
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Figure 2.5: Biodiversity designation Impact Zones 

As Figure 2.5 shows, the impact zones from biodiversity assets constrain some 
locations. A large proportion of land to the west of the area would require planning 
applications for residential development (100+ dwellings, or 50+ if it is outside of the 
existing urban area) to assess likely impacts on the nearby SSSIs. Whilst the impact 
zones for the LNRs are less specific, they indicate potential considerations related to 
effects of residential development, such as domestic pets and pollution of species and 
habitats.    
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Figure 2.6: Biodiversity network opportunities 

A Nature Recovery Network is a joined-up system of land which is important for wild 
plants and animals, on land. It allows plants, animals, seeds, nutrients and water to 
move from place to place and enables the natural world to adapt to change. It provides 
plants and animals with places to live, feed and breed. It can only do this effectively if, 
like a transport network, it is treated as a joined-up whole. As such, it can be 
considered important to identify potential existing networks, or potential network 
opportunities within any given space. As Figure 2.6 shows, areas which could help to 
facilitate improved outcomes for flora and fauna within the Ripley NP area show some 
signs of existing networks. This is evident in areas near Ambergate, which has some 
connections which follow the trajectory of Ripley Road (A610) as well as in more 
northern areas of Ripley itself.  
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Future Baseline 

Habitats and species are likely to continue to be afforded protection through the higher 
level planning framework, however; they will potentially face increasing pressures from 
future development within the Neighbourhood Plan area, with the potential for negative 
effects on the wider ecological network, which could affect those areas identified as 
showing a networked potential under Figure 2.6.  

Development of any kind can have the potential for negative impacts (such as habitat 
fragmentation) through poor location and/or design. However, the Ripley NP presents 
an opportunity to maximise benefits for biodiversity by including consideration of 
important habitats, species, undesignated sites, and connections between designated 
sites and undesignated sites at a localised scale, and at an early stage of planning for 
future growth.  This is particularly relevant in the siting of new small-scale housing 
development. 

Biodiversity net gain and nature recovery strategies will be important mechanisms for 
securing positive changes to the natural environment in and around Ripley. 

Although some of the BAP priority habitats and species identified within the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area are well away from the built-up areas and are unlikely to be 
directly affected by development, there are others within or adjacent to the built areas 
(e.g. deciduous woodland and lowland meadows, as well as some identified bat and 
GCNs). It will be important for future development to have regard to these habitats in 
particular. 

Key Issues 

• There are multiple SSSIs within the Ripley NP area (located to the eastern side), 
as well as two LNRs which are located within or adjacent to Ripley. 

─ Crich Chase SSSI 

─ Cromford Canal SSSI 

─ Ambergate and Ridgeway Quarry SSSI 

─ Hammersmith Meadows LNR 

─ Carr Wood LNR 

• A variety of priority habitats are present in the Neighbourhood Plan Area, including 
deciduous woodland, good quality semi-improved grassland, lowland dry acid 
grassland and lowland meadows and these habitats contribute to ecological 
connectivity in the Plan area. There are a number of areas which have been 
identified as being home to bats, as well as one area where GNCs have been 
discovered.  
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Scoping Outcome 

The SEA topic ‘Biodiversity’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA due to the potential for 
development in the area to have significant effects on sensitive habitats and species.   

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal help to: 

Protect and 
enhance all 
biodiversity and 
support ecological 
connectivity. 

Support/ improve the status and condition of the area’s Local Nature 
Reserves and SSSIs? 

Protect and enhance priority habitats, and the habitats of priority 
species?  

Achieve a net gain in biodiversity? 

Support ecological connectivity within the Plan area and in the wider 
surroundings? 

Support enhancements to multifunctional green and blue4 
infrastructure networks? 

Support access to, interpretation and understanding of biodiversity and 
geodiversity? 

 

 

 

 

  

 
4 Green and blue infrastructure networks include (but are not limited to); green spaces, open spaces, parks, gardens, 
allotments, natural areas, river corridors, waterbodies; and the links between these assets 
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3. Climate Change Resilience 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Climate change adaptation 

- Flood risk 

- Urban heating 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 3.1.  

Table 3.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible 
here   

The 25 Year Environment Plan 2018 Accessible 
here  

UK (second) National Adaptation Programme 2018 to 2023 2018 Accessible 
here  

Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge 2020 Accessible 
here  

National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for 
England 

2020 Accessible 
here  

L
o
c
a
l 

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 2011 Accessible 
here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Action 
Plan 

2020 Accessible 
here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Policy No date.  N/A 

 

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The Ripley NP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which 
requires proactive planning to both mitigate and adapt to climate change.  
Planning policies are expected to improve the resilience of communities and 
infrastructure to climate change impacts, avoid inappropriate development in the 
flood plain, and support the move to a low carbon economy.  The NPPF recognises 
the potential for planning deliver long-term resilience; including through reuse, 
regeneration and conversion.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/climate-change-second-national-adaptation-programme-2018-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/climate-change-second-national-adaptation-programme-2018-to-2023
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/932122/decarbonising-transport-setting-the-challenge.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/932122/decarbonising-transport-setting-the-challenge.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/920944/023_15482_Environment_agency_digitalAW_Strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/920944/023_15482_Environment_agency_digitalAW_Strategy.pdf
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/transport-roads/transport-plans/ltp3/derbyshire-local-transport-plan-three-ltp3-2011-to-2026-full-document.pdf
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/transport-roads/transport-plans/ltp3/derbyshire-local-transport-plan-three-ltp3-2011-to-2026-full-document.pdf
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
https://www.ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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• The 25-year Environment Plan seeks to progress the government’s commitment 
to tackling climate change, including through using policy to ensure that society is 
better prepared to efficiently handle the climatic shifts caused by climate change. 
It further seeks to manage land resources sustainably, recover and reinstate 
nature, protect soils and habitats, increase resource efficiency, improve water 
quality, and connect people with the environment. The documents also interlink 
with the government’s commitment to decarbonising transport, a recognised 
challenge that needs more work in a timely manner if government are to achieve 
net zero targets.  Furthermore, the decarbonisation plan recognises the twinned 
need to undertake action to adapt the transport sector and increase resilience to 
climate change risks; and this challenge is more directly addressed through the 
UK’s National Adaptation Programme. The National Flood and Coastal Erosion 
document sets out a long-term strategy for tackling such issues, including a three-
pronged approach covering resilience of place, infrastructure investments and a 
level of societal understanding and preparedness.  

• The Amber Valley Local Plan and the existing made Ripley NP provide specific 
policy and allocations which ensure development proposals take appropriate 
consideration of current and future flood risk. Whilst policies from the made Ripley 
NP are relevant, the emerging plan update will seek to replace the current 
document and as such, where changes are made, they will supersede existing 
policies.  

• Ripley Town Council declared a climate emergency in October 2019, with aims to 
place the issue on Town Council agendas to agree strategies and plans with a 
collaborative approach working alongside partners from local to national scales. 
Ripley’s Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Action Plan aims to address 
related issues through leadership and governance, legal and policy approaches, 
consideration throughout development decisions and business and employment. 
It will consider energy, pollution, waste management and natural resources 
throughout its response. The Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and 
Biodiversity Policy sets out the Township’s operational aspirations for reducing any 
potential detrimental effects on relevant environmental factors. 
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Baseline Summary 

Current baseline  

Human activities have led to increases in Greenhouse Gas (GHS) emissions in the 
atmosphere (including CO2) which have been driving changes to the climatic systems 
on earth. These emissions have accelerated atmospheric changes, resulting in 
increases in mean climatic temperatures, a reduction in average annual rainfall and 
an increase in extreme weather events. Whilst climate change mitigation measures 
may help to reduce the severity of climatic changes, it is likely that both drought and 
flood events will increase in their prevalence and severity due to dry, hot conditions as 
well as intense rainfall events becoming more common. Ripley is likely to see areas 
identified as at greater risk of flooding seeing an increase in the prevalence of flood 
events; this includes areas along the River Amber, River Derwent and Butterley 
Reservoir as well as urban areas which may see surface water inundation leaving 
drainage systems unable to cope; a phenomena which is likely to be more common in 
built-up areas. As such, it is important to identify areas which are at greater 
vulnerabilities to both fluvial and pluvial flood risk, in order to ensure that land uses are 
appropriate and do not exacerbate vulnerabilities in the area. Increases in average 
temperatures and extreme heating events are likely to see the most pronounced 
effects in urban areas due to factors such as ‘concretisation’, heat emitting human 
activities and often poor natural shading solutions. The phenomena is more prevalent 
in larger urban conurbations. Whilst the established settlements in Ripley are unlikely 
to see significant heating due to their small scales, some more vulnerable populations, 
especially the elderly or frail, may be adversely impacted.  
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Figure 3.1: Fluvial flood risk 

As shown in Figure 3.1, there are some areas of fluvial flood risk in the Ripley NP area. 
These are surrounding some areas of Downmeadow Brook and the River Amber. 
These areas are broadly of low population density and as such it would be expected 
that there would not be a significant number of properties at risk of flooding. Crucially 
though, Ripley Road (A610) has some areas which are vulnerable to fluvial flooding 
which could result in issues associated with connectivity during a flood event. Ripley 
itself is largely located on elevated ground, and as such, is predominantly devoid of 
fluvial flood risk. That said, there are two small areas to the north of the town which 
are associated with Butterley Reservoir (for which Ripley is within the inundation extent 
of) and the Cromford Canal.  
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Figure 3.2: Surface water flood risk and green infrastructure 

As Figure 3.2 shows, there are a number of areas which have been identified as at 
risk of surface water flooding. Surface water flood risk is generally caused by extreme 
rainfall events, where inundation causes drainage systems to struggle to manage the 
flow of water. Permeable surfaces (e.g. greenfield land) are better able to absorb 
rainfall, meaning that flooding is less likely. Generally, within built-up areas which have 
been heavily developed, surface water flood risk is more likely due to widespread 
concretisation which acts to prevent water from infiltrating the ground. This leads to 
large amounts of surface water collecting in areas with inadequate drainage or in low-
lying areas. Areas where surface water flood risk has the potential to disrupt travel by 
blocking key transport routes include Heage, Ridgeway, some intermittent and patchy 
areas on Ripley Road as well as some patchy areas across the town of Ripley. The 
spread of green infrastructure is relatively well distributed across the NP area and it 
should be protected for its value in helping to mitigate surface water flood risk.  
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Where climate change has the potential to lead to an increased mean temperature 
during summer, as well as more prevalent extreme heating events, urban areas are 
more at risk of the effects of heating. This places vulnerable populations at greater 
risks (elderly populations especially). Whilst this is unlikely to be a significant issue at 
the scale of urban extents within the Ripley NP area, green infrastructure is effective 
at reducing the occurrence of extreme heating.  

Future baseline 

Climate change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather 
events in the Neighbourhood Plan area, with increases in mean summer and winter 
temperatures, increases in mean precipitation in winter, and decreases in mean 
precipitation in summer. Climate change is also expected to lead to an increase in 
extreme weather events, including cold and hot weather patterns as well as heavy 
precipitation. This is likely to increase the risks associated with climate change 
(including fluvial and surface water flooding) with an increased need for resilience and 
adaptation. 

Issues associated with urban heating, beyond the effects of mean annual temperature 
increased, are unlikely to be a significant issue in the future in the NP area due to the 
relatively small scale of the urban areas.  

Key Issues 

• There are areas of fluvial flood risk to the west of the NP area, as well as to the 
north or Ripley, though it should be noted that Ripley is largely not vulnerable to 
fluvial flooding due to its elevated position. 

• Some areas of surface water flood risk. 

Scoping Outcome 

The SEA topic ‘Climate Change Resilience’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA as there 
is potential for development to be affected by or contribute towards flooding. 

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal 
help to: 

Support the resilience of 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
Area to the potential 
effects of climate change, 
including flooding. 

Avoid development in areas at risk of flooding, taking into 
account the likely future effects of climate change? 

Increase resilience of the built and natural environment 
to the effects of climate change? 

Ensure that the potential risks associated with climate 
change are considered in new development in the plan 
area? 

Improve and extend green infrastructure networks in the 
plan area to support climate change adaptation? 

Sustainably manage water run-off, reducing surface 
water runoff (either within the plan area or downstream)? 
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4. Climate Change Mitigation 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Contributions to climatic change 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 4.1.  

Table 4.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible here   

Clean Air Strategy 2019 Accessible here  

Clean Growth Strategy 2017 Accessible here  

The 25 Year Environment Plan 2018 Accessible here  

Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge 2020 Accessible here  

L
o
c
a
l 

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 2011 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 
Action Plan 

2020 Accessible here  

Ripley Town Council Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 
Policy 

No date.  N/A 

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The Ripley NP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which 
requires proactive planning to both mitigate and adapt to climate change.  
Planning policies are expected to support the move to a low carbon economy.  The 
NPPF recognises the potential for planning to shape places in ways that contribute 
to radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, and deliver long-term 
resilience; including through reuse, regeneration and conversion. 

• The Clean Growth Strategy, Clean Air Strategy and the 25-year Environment Plan 
are a suite of documents which seek to progress the government’s commitment 
under the UK Climate Change Act to becoming net zero by 2050.  The documents 
set out detailed proposals on how the government will tackle all sources of air 
pollution, whilst maintaining an affordable energy supply and increasing economic 
growth.  This parallels with the 25-year Environment Plan, which further seeks to 
manage land resources sustainably, recover and reinstate nature, protect soils 
and habitats, increase resource efficiency, improve water quality, and connect 
people with the environment.  The documents also interlink with the government’s 
commitment to decarbonising transport, a recognised challenge that needs more 
work in a timely manner if government are to achieve net zero targets.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-growth-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/932122/decarbonising-transport-setting-the-challenge.pdf
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/transport-roads/transport-plans/ltp3/derbyshire-local-transport-plan-three-ltp3-2011-to-2026-full-document.pdf
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
https://www.ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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• The Derbyshire Local Transport Plan seeks to tackle climate change whilst 
supporting the resilience of the local economy and protect the natural 
environment, amongst other objectives. Local Plan policies in the Amber Valley 
Plan as well as policies and objectives from the existing Ripley NP seek to promote 
sustainable forms of transport and energy efficiency. Whilst policies from the made 
Ripley NP are relevant, the emerging plan update will seek to replace the current 
document and as such, where changes are made, they will supersede existing 
policies.  

• Ripley Town Council declared a climate emergency in October 2019 with aims to 
become carbon neutral by 2030 (accounting for scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions). The 
Ripley Town Council’s Environment, Climate and Biodiversity Action Plan aims to 
address related issues through leadership and governance, legal and policy 
approaches, consideration throughout development decisions and business and 
employment. It will consider energy, pollution, waste management and natural 
resources throughout its response. The Ripley Town Council Environment, 
Climate and Biodiversity Policy sets out the Township’s operational aspirations for 
reducing any potential detrimental effects on relevant environmental factors. 

Baseline Summary 

Current baseline 

Greenhouse Gas emissions are the anthropogenic contributing factor to the rapid 
climatic changes which are being seen across the world. A wide variety of human 
activities emit Carbon Dioxide (CO2) (a GHG) into the atmosphere which continues to 
be a problem and barrier to mitigating climate change, despite efforts to reduce them. 
Whilst CO2 emissions are not monitored at the neighbourhood scale, figures 
representing Local Authority trends can be used to give a broad understanding of more 
general trends. In this instance, Amber Valley’s figures will be used, though it must be 
noted that these figures may include factors which are outside of the Ripley NP area, 
and hence outside the scope of the Ripley NP. 

 

Figure 4.1: Total CO2 emissions (per capita) (DBEIS, 2020) 
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As Figure 4.1 shows, there has been a general decline in total CO2 emissions across 
all relevant geographies in England, though it is notable that Derbyshire has seen a 
significantly smaller reduction when compared to Amber Valley, and England has seen 
a greater reduction than both Amber Valley and Derbyshire.  

 

Figure 4.2: CO2 emissions from transport (per capita) (DBEIS, 2020) 

As shown in Figure 4.2, there has been a decline in transport related emissions across 
all relevant geographies. Both Amber Valley and Derbyshire have seen similar 
declines, with England seeing a greater decline. Figure 4.3 adds to this, with some 
more granular data focusing on potential car dependency in Ripley, which is a key 
contributing factor to CO2 emissions. The map reveals a general trend where rural 
areas show greater levels of car or van use and urban areas, especially more centrally 
within Ripley show significantly fewer people relying on such vehicles.  As such, it can 
be stipulated that rural areas contribute greater levels of CO2 emissions per person 
when focusing on transport.  
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Figure 4.3: Map showing proportion of adults who commute by car or van (2011 
Census) 
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Figure 4.4: CO2 emissions from domestic sources (per capita) (DBEIS, 2020) 

Figure 4.4 shows a pattern whereby Amber Valley and Derbyshire have seen broadly 
similar declines in domestic emissions between 2005 and 2018, whilst England has 
seen steeper declines. Overall it is evident that there have been some significant 
declines in domestic CO2 emissions.  

Figure 4.5 and 4.6 show that both domestic gas and electricity consumption per metre 
are generally higher in rural areas, suggesting that the above emissions may be 
disproportionately stemming from rural areas (on a per metre / per capita assessment). 
It should be noted that there is an area to the north west of Ripley which is considered 
broadly urban, however shows signs of high electricity consumption. Similarly, to the 
south west of Ripley, there is an area of high gas consumption in an urban areas. The 
reasons behind these anomalies are not understood and further, more granular 
assessments would be required to determine causation.  
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Figure 4.5: Domestic electricity consumption per metre (DBEIS, 2020) (left)    

Figure 4.6: Domestic gas consumption per metre (DBEIS, 2020) (right) 
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Figure 4.7: Industry and commercial CO2 emissions (per capital) (DBEIS, 2020) 

As shown in Figure 4.7, Amber Valley and England have seen broadly similar declines 
in industrial and commercial emissions, albeit with England showing marginally greater 
reductions. Derbyshire has significantly higher CO2 emissions from industrial and 
commercial sources and its declines have been significantly lower than other relevant 
geographies.  

Future baseline 

In terms of climate change contribution, GHG emissions may continue to decrease 
with wider adoption of energy efficiency measures, renewable energy production and 
new technologies. There is also a need to increase renewable energy development in 
Ripley, which local and neighbourhood planning can contribute to delivering.  

Key Issues 

• Rural areas of Ripley show greater signs of contributing disproportionately to CO2 
emissions from transport and domestic (gas and electricity) sources 

• Amber Valley has higher than nationally average transport related CO2 emissions  

• Amber Valley has higher than nationally average domestic CO2 emissions  
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Scoping Outcome 

 The SEA topic ‘Climate Change Mitigation’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA.  
There is potential for the Plan review to influence the per capita emissions 
within Ripley. 

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal 
help to: 

Reduce the level of 
contribution to climate 
change from activities 
within the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Area 

Increase the number of new developments meeting or 
exceeding sustainable design criteria? 

Reduce energy consumption from non-renewable 
sources? 

Generate energy from low or zero carbon sources? 

Reduce the need to travel or the number of journeys 
made? 

Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, 
including walking, cycling and public transport? 

Ensure rural development does not contribute towards 
further increases in high energy use and unstainable 
travel?  
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5. Historic Environment 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Designated and non-designated heritage assets (including archaeology) and 
their setting. 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 5.1.  

Table 5.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible here   

The 25 Year Environment Plan 2018 Accessible here  

The National Design Guide 2019 Accessible here  

Historic England Advice Note 1: Conservation Area Appraisal, 
Designation and Management 

2019 Accessible here  

Historic England Advice Note 3: The Setting of Heritage 
Assets 

2017 Accessible here  

Historic England Advice Note 8: Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

2016 Accessible here  

Historic England Advice Note 11: Neighbourhood Planning 
and the Historic Environment 

2018 Accessible here  

L
o
c
a
l 

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management Plan 
(2020-2025) 

2020 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible here  

    

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The DDNP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which 
ultimately seeks to conserve and enhance the historic environment assets in a 
manner appropriate to their significance.  The NPPF seeks planning policies and 
decisions which are sympathetic to local character and history without preventing 
or discouraging appropriate innovation of change.  Planning Practice Guidance 
expands on the NPPF recognising the proactive rather than passive nature of 
conservation. 

• The role of the historic environment, as part of healthy and thriving ecosystems, 
landscapes and cultural values, including settlement identity, is reiterated through 
the key messages of the 25 Year Environment Plan and National Design Guide. 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-the-historic-environment/
https://managementplan.derwentvalleymills.org/
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
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• Historic England’s Advice Notes provide further guidance in relation to the 
conservation and enhancement of the historic environment.  Of particular 
relevance for the DDNP is the emphasis on the importance of: 

─ Understanding the different types of special architectural and historic interest 
which underpin designations, as well as how settings and/or views contribute 
to the significance of heritage assets; 

─ Recognising the value of implementing controls through neighbourhood 
plans, conservation area appraisals and management plans; and 

─ Appropriate evidence gathering, including clearly identifying those issues 
that threaten an area or assets character or appearance and that merit the 
introduction of management measures. 

• The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site  (WHS) Management Plan looks at 
the main issues affecting the site and gives objectives and a programme of actions 
to ensure a co-ordinated approach and framework to its management.  The plan 
provides the context in which those who live, work, occupy or own property in the 
WHS or the adjacent buffer zone can participate in, and contribute to, the 
conservation of the site. The aims set out for the WHS for 2020-2025 include the 
following:  

─ Promote public awareness 

─ Ensure sustainable development of the WHS 

─ Maximise the site’s cultural value and its benefits for social wellbeing 

─ Develop an integrated and sustainable approach to transportation and 
accessibility  

• The NP will be required to be in general conformity with the Amber Valley Local 
Plan covering the Ripley area which contains policies both directly and indirectly 
relating to the historic environment. Whilst policies from the made Ripley NP are 
relevant, the emerging plan update will seek to replace the current document and 
as such, will supersede existing policies. The existing Ripley NP provides some 
indirect protections for the areas historic environment through landscape 
protections afforded in Policy EE1, whilst the Plan’s objectives seek to protect the 
area’s heritage.  

Baseline Summary 

Current baseline 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
selects areas or landmarks with significant cultural, historic or scientific importance 
that are subsequently protected through international treaties, these are known as 
World Heritage Sites.5    

 
5 United Nations, UNESCO World Heritage Centre, “World Heritage” 1992-2018 [online] available at: 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/
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The Derwent Valley Mills WHS is located in Derbyshire, with a small portion of the site 
crossing through an area in the west of the Ripley NP area (Figure 5.1)6. This area 
was designated as a site of high technological and historical significance due to the 
large collection of intact cotton mills and an industrial landscape dating back to the 
18th and 19th centuries. Another feature of this WHS is the surrounding landscape and 
urban settlements that have been well preserved and add to the character of the site. 
Canals, railways and workers housing are all still present and in many cases building 
restoration has been well researched and compatible materials have been used. This 
WHS is a distinctive and well-preserved relict landscape that allows visitors to see the 
way an 18th Century mill community was structured, using water powered 
technological innovations in pristine condition.  The common feature of all properties 
inscribed on the World Heritage List is that they meet the requirements for Outstanding 
Universal Value (OUV).  A central requirement is that the site must meet one of the ten 
criteria.  The Derwent Valley Mills site meets two of the criteria7;  

• Criterion ii: the site exhibits an important interchange of human values, over a span 
of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or 
technology, monumental arts, town planning or landscape design.  The Derwent 
Valley saw the birth of the factory system, when new types of building were erected 
to house the new technology for spinning cotton developed by Richard Arkwright 
in the late 18th Century. 

• Criterion iv: the site is an outstanding example of a type of building or architectural 
or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in 
human history.  In the Derwent Valley for the first time there was large-scale 
industrial production in a hitherto rural landscape.  The need to provide housing 
and other facilities for workers and managers resulted in the creation of the first 
modern industrial settlements. 

Historic England is the statutory consultee for certain categories of listed building 
consent and all applications for scheduled monument consent. The historic 
environment is protected through the planning system, via conditions imposed on 
developers and other mechanisms. Listed buildings hold special historic or 
architectural interest for the community; these buildings are often selected because 
they provide insights into the history of the region. There are three categories for listed 
buildings:  

- Grade 1 (with exceptional interest, only 2.5% of all listed buildings) 

- Grade II* (with greater special interest, only 5.8% of all listed buildings) 

- Grade II (with special interest, 91.7% of all listed buildings) 

Any changes to a listed building require a consent application. 

 
6 UNESCO, Derwent Valley Mills,  [online] available at : https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1030 
7 Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site [online] available at: http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/derwent-valley-mills-world-
heritage-status/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value-2/  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1030
http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/derwent-valley-mills-world-heritage-status/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value-2/
http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/derwent-valley-mills-world-heritage-status/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value/statement-of-outstanding-universal-value-2/
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Figure 5.1: Heritage assets in the Ripley 
NP area (above)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.2: Butterley Blast Furnaces 
(Scheduled Monument) (left) (image 
provided by Ripley Town Council) 
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As shown in , the Ripley NP area contains five Grade II* Listed Buildings and 57 Grade 
II Listed Buildings, it does not contain any Grade I Listed Buildings. The majority of the 
listed assets are clusters in the western half of the area, with only a small number 
being found in the Ripley. It is also notable that there are a number of listed buildings 
within the rural areas of Ripley. The WHS alongside the concentration of listed 
buildings in the west of the Plan area make this area more sensitive in terms of the 
historic environment, particularly in areas in and nearby to the WHS, areas of 
Ambergate, Sawmills and Nether Heage. The NP area contains two small areas which 
are designated Conservation Areas. Golden Valley Conservation Area is located in the 
north-east of the area, whilst Waingroves Hall is location in the south-east. The old 
industrial engineering site of Butterley Works Blast Furnaces (Figure 5.2), Canal 
Tunnel and Underground Warf Scheduled Monument is located to the north of Ripley 
and to the west of Butterley. It has been identified as ‘at risk’ by Historic England8 due 
to its declining trend of being in a generally unsatisfactory condition with major 
localised problems, it is in need of management.  As such, it is likely that this area and 
surrounding areas may see heightened sensitivities in relation to the historic 
environment.  

It is important to recognise that the Heritage at Risk Register for areas outside of 
London do not contain information about the status of non-secular Grade II listed 
buildings.  Due to this gap in the baseline, it is currently not possible to determine 
whether any Grade II listed buildings within the Ripley area are at risk. 

Future baseline 

New development in Ripley has the potential to impact on the fabric and setting of the 
area’s many cultural heritage assets; for example through inappropriate design and 
layout.  Further growth is likely to lead to incremental but small changes in the 
character and setting of the local historic environment which can detract from its 
recognised special qualities.  However, new development also has the potential to 
enhance the townscape setting and public realm to improve the setting of designated 
heritage assets, and can increase awareness of and access to heritage assets and 
their settings to the benefit of the historic environment. 

Key Issues 

• The World Heritage Site (Derwent Valley Mills) including its’ buffer zone is 
vulnerable to threats from inappropriate development that could adversely impact 
historic values and detract from its special qualities or setting. 

• The western half of the Ripley NP area is generally more sensitive in terms of the 
concentration of listed buildings and the presence of the WHS. 

• The NP area contains two Conservation Areas. 

• In all, there are 62 listed buildings within the NP area alongside a Scheduled 
Monument (Butterley Works Blast Furnaces, Canal Tunnel and Underground 
Warf), the latter of which has been highlighted as ‘at risk’. 

• Development also has the potential to positively affect the setting of designated 
heritage assets through townscape/public realm improvements, and may also 
increase access to and awareness of heritage assets. 

  

 
8 https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/407989  

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/407989
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Scoping Outcome 

 The SEA topic ‘Historic Environment’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA. There 
is potential for the Plan review to lead to effects upon the historic environment, 
especially where identified as at risk. 

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal 
help to: 

Protect, maintain and 
enhance the rich historic 
environment within and 
surrounding the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Area, including the 
Derwent Valley Mills 
World Heritage Site (and 
buffer zone), further 
designated and non-
designated heritage 
assets and 
archaeological assets. 

Protect and enhance the integrity and special qualities of 
the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and its 
setting, and positively contribute to its ongoing 
conservation? 

Conserve and enhance Listed Buildings, Locally Listed 
Buildings, and their settings, within and surrounding the 
Plan area? 

Conserve and enhance the historic character of the 
Golden Valley and Waingroves Hall Conservation Areas? 

Conserve, enhance and help to restore the Butterley 
Works Blast Furnaces, Canal Tunnel and Underground 
Warf? 

Conserve and enhance local identity, distinctiveness and 
character? 

Support access to, interpretation and understanding of 
the historic environment? 
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6. Landscape 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Designated and protected landscapes within or near to the Ripley NP area 

- Landscape character, landscape quality and visual amenity. 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 6.1.  

Table 6.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible here   

The 25 Year Environment Plan 2018 Accessible here  

The National Design Guide 2019 Accessible here  

L
o
c
a
l 

The Landscape Character of Derbyshire 2014 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible here  

    

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The DDNP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF which gives 
great weight to conserving and enhancing protected landscapes, as well as 
landscape character and scenic beauty.  The NPPF recognises the role of green 
infrastructure in landscape settings, as well as the importance of designated 
biodiversity sites, habitats, woodland, historic features, agricultural land and 
cultural landscapes.  The positive contribution that land remediation can make in 
terms of addressing despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable 
land is also recognised. 

• The 25-year Environment Plan and National Design Guide complement each other 
with their aims for a cleaner, greener country which puts the environment first and 
celebrates the variety of natural landscapes and habitats.  Design is focused on 
beautiful, enduring and successful places, which respond to local character and 
provide a network of high quality green open spaces.   

• The Landscape Character of Derbyshire report highlights the importance of 
Derbyshire’s landscape character and identified key areas in which landscapes 
are at risk, enabling an understanding about how future plans must take 
consideration of this.  

• The Amber Valley Local Plan stresses the importance of local landscape features 
in their contributions to the character of Amber Valley, both in terms of their ability 
to enhance the landscape as well as providing screening for visually intrusive land 
uses.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/environment/conservation/landscapecharacter/introduction.pdf
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
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• Whilst policies from the made Ripley NP are relevant, the emerging plan update 
will seek to replace the current document and as such, will supersede existing 
policies. Policies from the Ripley NP seek to protect the landscape character whilst 
also providing some substantial policy and objective based support for protections 
of green and open space.  

Baseline Summary 

Current baseline 

National Character Areas (NCAs) are landscape areas which share similar 
characteristics, following natural lines in the landscape rather than administrative 
boundaries.  Developed by Natural England, NCA profiles describe the natural and 
cultural features that shape each of these landscapes, providing a broad context to 
their character.  

 

Figure 6.1: Map showing Ripley in relation to the National Character Areas 

  



Ripley Neighbourhood Plan: SA Scoping Report  
  

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Ripley Town Council   
 

AECOM 
37 

 

As shown in Figure 6.1, the Ripley NP area falls within two established National 
Character Areas: 

• NCA50 Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent: A transitional area between 
the natural beauty of the Peak District National Park to the west and the mostly 
urban and formerly mined areas of Derbyshire Coal Measures to the east. The 
area is referred to as the ‘Gateway to the Peaks’ and although the area is not 
included in the National Park, it was seriously considered during the original 
boundary selection in 1950 and remains a landscape of extremely high quality 
(Figure 6.2). The landscaper character area’s rivers are of important significance 
to the area due to their drainage capacities and role within the area’s industrial 
heritage. The landscape of this classification within the NP area is broadly 
comprised of wooded slopes and valleys, wooded farmlands and gritstone heaths 
and commons.  

• NCA38 Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield: this is an area that 
has seen large amounts of change over the past few centuries. The impact of 
industrialisation and development on the landscape and settlement pattern within 
the National Character Area has influenced the visual and ecological landscape. 
It is generally a low-lying area, with hills and slopes above wide valleys, the 
landscape includes major industrial towns and cities alongside rural settlements 
and countryside. Over half of the area is currently designated as greenbelt; which 
helps to retain separation and openness between settlements and represents 
areas that are often under pressure for development and changes in land use. The 
landscape of this classification within the NP area is broadly comprised of coalfield 
village farmlands and urban areas (mainly Ripley itself).  

 

Figure 6.2: Landscape near Nether Heage and Ridgeway (NCA50) (image 
provided by Ripley Town Council) 

Figure 6.1 also shows the Green Belt land which helps to retain the openness of the 
countryside and retains gaps between the settlements (most notably between Ripley, 
Heage and Nether Heage) by preventing urban sprawl.  
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The Amber Valley Borough Council Landscape Sensitivity Study9 has explored the 
local landscape within the Ripley NP area. It has determined that the urban area of 
Ripley comprises the following characteristics:  

“The area of land between the western boundary of Codnor and the 
Brick Works on Whiteley Road is of medium landscape sensitivity. The 
area of land that is to the southwest of the Brick Works and to the east 
of the Ripley Greenway is of medium landscape sensitivity. The linear 
fields to the west of Warmwells Lane are of low landscape sensitivity, 
the sensitivity increases to medium further to the west. Land between 
Sandham Lane and the eastern end of Bradgate Drive is of medium 
and low sensitivity. The area of land located between the settlement 
edge adjacent to Heage Road and the A38 is of low and medium 
landscape sensitivity. To the north, the section of land that extends 
southwards into the settlement edge from the A610 (south of Padley 
Hall Farm), is of medium landscape sensitivity. Further north, beyond 
the A610 the land is of high sensitivity. Land to the west of Codnor 
Industrial Estate is of medium landscape sensitivity. All remaining land 
is of high sensitivity.”  

In relation to Ambergate the study concludes: 
 

“An area of land to the north of New Road is of low sensitivity. However, 
given that much of this land is already developed there are only limited 
opportunities for further development. The remaining land around the 
settlement is of high sensitivity.” 

In relation to Heage the study concludes: 
 

“Fields adjacent to Bond Lane are of low sensitivity. Fields located 
immediately adjacent to the settlement edge, to the south of the B6374, 
are of low landscape sensitivity. The remaining surrounding land is of 
high landscape sensitivity.” 

 
9 Wardell Armstrong (2016) Amber Valley Borough Council Landscape Sensitivity Study [online] available at: 
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=4bf16ea529e34c81b185723333a3ddcf [accessed 12/12/18] 

https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=4bf16ea529e34c81b185723333a3ddcf
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Figure 6.3: Landscape sensitivity and Green Belt 

Figure 6.3 shows that the majority of land outside of the urban areas across the NP 
area are broadly constrained by high sensitivity landscapes, including Green Belt land.   

Future baseline 

New development has the potential to lead to incremental but small changes in 
landscape character and quality in and around the Neighbourhood Plan area which is 
identified in many areas for its high landscape sensitivity.  This includes from the loss 
of landscape features and visual impact.  However, new development also has the 
potential to enhance the townscape setting and public realm. 
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Key Issues 

• The Ripley NP area is located within the Derbyshire Peak Fridge and Lower 
Derwent and the Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield National 
Character Areas. 

• The western side of the NP area is of high landscape quality and the eastern side 
is predominantly urban  

• The NP area contains a large area of greenbelt which restricts urban sprawl  

• The broad majority of land outside of the urban areas across Ripley are considered 
to be landscapes of importance, with some large areas of high sensitivity.  

Scoping Outcome 

 The SEA topic ‘Landscape’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA. There is the 
potential for the Plan review to lead to effects on land identified as sensitive in 
terms of its contribution to the landscape character.  

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the 
option/proposal help to: 

Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of 
landscapes and townscapes 
within and surrounding the 
Neighbourhood Plan area 

Conserve and enhance landscape character? 

Conserve and enhance townscape character? 

Protect and enhance key landscape features? 
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7. Population and Housing 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Demographics and households of the population in the Ripley NP area 

- Deprivation, access to services and facilities and education and skills levels 

- The provision of housing for the current and future population of Ripley 

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 7.1.  

Table 7.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible here   

L
o
c
a
l 

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Housing Strategy 2019-2024 2019 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Review 
and Strategy 2019 

2019 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Corporate Plan 2017-2020 2017 Accessible here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible here  

    

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The DDNP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which on 
the whole seeks to retain and enhance access to community services and 
facilities, including health facilities, educational facilities and open space.  The 
NPPF recognises the benefits of a range of local provisions supporting community 
needs, including in rural areas.  The framework seeks to protect settlement and 
community identities, including through the protection and retention of Green Belt 
land.  Furthermore, the NPPF recognises the benefits of creating cohesive 
communities, in safe environments where crime and the fear of crime do not 
undermine the quality of life of residents. 

• At the local level, the Amber Valley Local Plan identifies the following strategic 
objectives: 

─ Sustainable housing and the environment 

─ Safer communities 

─ Active young people 

─ Healthier communities 

─ Thriving economy and employment 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=763d53ad32834b83bac0f34b42536a9d
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docGuid=d865dbf022504908b5028a4d166e762d
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=41203a18453e4d8191ce151ef687d73b
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0


Ripley Neighbourhood Plan: SA Scoping Report  
  

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Ripley Town Council   
 

AECOM 
42 

 

• The Amber Valley Borough Council Housing Strategy sets out the housing 
priorities for the area from 2019 to 2024. The strategy focuses on four key areas: 

─ Incorporating Health into the Housing Agenda 

─ Maximise the delivery of Affordable Housing 

─ Prevention of homelessness and rough sleeping 

─ Improving standards within the Private Rented Sector 

─ Reducing the number of empty properties 

• The Amber Valley Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Review and Strategy 
reviews homelessness in the area and sets out an action plan to minimise 
homelessness going forward. 

• The Amber Valley borough Council Corporate Plan sets out a vision to achieve ‘a 
borough where people want to live, work, play and invest’. The plan has three 
focus priorities up until 2020, and these are to:  

─ Be responsive to local residents and businesses and offer value for money 
services; 

─ Contribute to a prosperous and healthy Amber Valley; and 

─ Help achieve a good quality local environment.  

• Whilst policies from the made Ripley NP are relevant, the emerging plan update 
will seek to replace the current document and as such, will supersede existing 
policies. Specific polices and allocations emphasise the need for housing types 
and tenures  which is considered, relevant and sensitive to the local area and its 
community needs. Further policy seeks to protect and develop community 
facilities, including space for recreation and allotments.  
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Baseline Summary 

Current baseline 

Deprivation 

Figure 7.1 highlights the level of overall deprivation seen across the NP area, showing 
that the Ripley area has a slightly lower than average proportion of households which 
do not experience any deprivation, and a slightly higher than average proportion of 
houses which experience two dimensions of deprivation. When focusing on one and 
three dimensions, Ripley and Amber Valley score similarly, at a rate slightly lower than 
regional and national averages. Figure 7.2 shows that there are pockets of more and 
less deprived areas across the NP area, notably, the town is Ripley is more deprived 
than other areas, with parts of the south west/west of the town seeing more 
pronounced deprivation. Immediately to the west of this area is an area which is less 
deprived, suggesting some spatial polarity between areas. Broadly, the rural areas and 
rural settlements in the NP area are less deprived.  

 

Figure 7.1: Households in Deprivation (%) (2011 Census) 
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Figure 7.2: Index of Multiple Deprivation (LSOA Decile) 2019 
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Population 

 

It should be noted that this population data best reflects the Ripley NP area’s makeup 
of Lower Super Output Census areas (in order to ensure consistency of the area from 
2001-2011). As such, the data includes a small area to the south east of the NP area 
within analysis.  

 

Table 7.2 shows a pattern whereby Ripley has seen a smaller population increase than 
local, regional and national averages between 2001 and 2019. Table 7.3 shows that 
the NP area and Amber Valley both have an aging population, at a more pronounced 
level than regional and national averages. Figure 7.3 and Figure 7.4 provide a more 
granular focus on the spread of ages within the NP area. It is clear that younger 
populations are more prevalent in urban areas and established settlements, whilst 
working age residents are more spread out and elderly populations are broadly more 
focused in rural areas, with some exceptions.  

Population change 
between 2001 and 2011 

Ripley Amber 
valley 

East 
Midlands 

England 

2001 22449 116471 4172174 49138831 

2011 23210 122309 4533222 53012456 

2019 (estimate) 23835 128147 4835900 56287000 

Population change 2011-2019 

(estimate) 

6.2% 10% 15.1% 14.5% 

Table 7.2: Population Change (2001/2011 Census) 

Age Band (% of total) Ripley Amber valley East 
Midlands 

England 

0-15 16.73% 17.55% 18.50% 18.90% 

16-24 10.25% 9.86% 12.08% 11.90% 

25-44 25.13% 25.12% 25.90% 27.50% 

45-59 21.25% 21.33% 20.05% 19.40% 

60+ 26.64% 26.13% 23.48% 22.30% 

Table 7.3: Ripley population age distribution 
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Figure 7.3 Younger age population distribution (2019 Population Estimates) 
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Figure 7.4: Working age (left) and older age (right) population distributions (2019 population estimates) 
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Figure 7.5: Population density (2019 population estimates) 

Figure 7.5 reveals a pattern whereby, rural locations (including more rural settlements 
in the west of the area as well as countryside) have very low population densities and 
the town of Ripley has higher densities, especially near the centre and across a central 
band in the town.  
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Education and Employment 

 

Figure 7.6: Graph showing educational attainment (2011 Census) 

Figure 7.6 reveals a pattern whereby Ripley slightly underperforms when it comes to 
educational attainment when compared to all relevant comparative geographies. This 
is most notable when focusing on the disparity between those with no qualifications in 
Ripley when compared to England’s average, as well as those with Level 4+ 
qualifications across the same geographical comparison.  A similar pattern is revealed 
in Figure 7.7 where it is evident that Ripley has a higher proportion of people working 
in lower and middle classification employment groupings than local and national 
averages. Figure 7.8 indicates that Ripley scores similarly to all relevant comparative 
geographies in relation to economic activity.  

 

Figure 7.7: Occupation groupings (2011 Census) 

 

Figure 7.8: Economic activity (2011 Census) 
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Housing 

The following pages show maps relating to housing in the Ripley NP area, including 
information relating to condition, tenures and prices.  

The emerging Ripley Local Plan has established a housing need of (by averaging 
three calculation methods) 69.7 dwellings per annum (dpa) over the NP period (2014-
2028). Taking completions and commitments into account, the Ripley NP area has 
exceeded its housing need figure by 33 dwellings.  

Figure 7.9 shows how Ripley has a higher than average proportion of houses which 
are owner occupied, when compared to all relevant comparative geographies. A 
similar pattern continues with the area showing signs of low rates of socially and 
private rented accommodation compared to averages. To add more granular detail 
relating to the types of housing in the area, of the 8966 dwellings in the area, 94% of 
dwellings are classed as houses or bungalows (of which, 40% are detached, 40% are 
semi-detached and 20% are terraced) and 6% are flats.  

 

Figure 7.9: Household tenure (2011 Census) 

Figure 7.10 reveals that household overcrowding is generally a greater problem in 
central Ripley, with some prevalence also found in other areas of Ripley and in Heage 
and Nether Heage. The pattern of housing in poor condition does not generally follow 
a spatial trend, though there are notable pockets of areas with housing in better and 
worse conditions.  

Figure 7.11 shows that central Ripley has some higher rates of housing without central 
heating, aside this this area, rural areas generally have higher rates of hosing lacking 
central heating than their rural counterparts. Ripley is broadly the most affordable area 
with the central area seeing the lowest levels of affordability. Though, this is difficult to 
ascertain on a detail level due to the data being representative of MSOAs, which 
reduce the granularity of information when compared to LSOAs.  

Figure 7.12 reveals a trend whereby rural areas generally have higher rates of 
household ownership, whilst urban areas have higher rates of socially rented housing. 
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Figure 7.10: Household overcrowding (left) and household condition (right) (2019 Index of Deprivation) 
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Figure 7.11: Household central heating (left) (2019 Index of Deprivation) and housing affordability (right) (ONS, 2020) 
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Figure 7.12: Housing tenures, socially rented (left) and ownership rates (right) (2011 Census) 
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Future baseline 

Population trends indicate a growing and ageing population within the Neighbourhood 
Plan Area. This can have implications for housing and may indicate a need for more 
specialist accommodation to meet the needs of the elderly in the future. 

Overall levels of deprivation in the Neighbourhood Plan Area are mixed and can be 
expected to remain in this state for the short to medium-term.  

Key Issues 

• Urban areas are generally more deprived than rural areas in Ripley, with more and 
less deprived areas adjacent to one another, suggesting some spatial polarity 
within the town of Ripley. 

• The Ripley NP area has seen smaller population increases than observed at larger 
scale geographies. The local population is ageing and generally has a lower age 
profile in urban areas with more elderly people in rural areas.  

• The NP area has lower than average education attainments than comparative 
geographies.  

• Ripley has high rates of owner occupied households and low rates of socially and 
private rented properties, with the significant majority consisting of houses or 
bungalow.  

• Ripley has met its housing need for the plan period of 2014-2028.  

• Urban areas of Ripley generally have higher rates of overcrowding, higher rates 
of social rented accommodation, lower rates of home ownership as well as being 
the most affordable area of the Parish.  

Scoping Outcome 

 The SEA topic ‘Population and Housing’ has been SCOPED IN to the SEA. The 
Plan review could result in adverse effects on community needs for both 
existing and future residents as well as potentially allocating housing which 

SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal 
help to: 

Cater for existing and 
future residents’ needs 
as well as the needs of 
different groups in the 
community, improve 
access to local, high-
quality community 
services and facilities and 
reduce deprivation in the 
most deprived areas.  

Promote the development of a range of high quality, 
accessible community facilities? 

Encourage and promote social cohesion and encourage 
active involvement of local people in community 
activities? 

Minimise fuel poverty? 

Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existing local 
residents? 

Improve the availability and accessibility of key local 
facilities, including specialist services for disabled and 
older people? 

Support the provision of land for allotments and 
cemeteries? 
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Provide everyone with 
the opportunity to live in 
good quality, affordable 
housing, and ensure an 
appropriate mix of 
dwelling sizes, types and 
tenures. 

Support the provision of a range of house types and 
sizes, including specialist needs? 

Support the provision of affordable housing? 

Support enhancements to the current housing stock? 

Meet the needs of all sectors of the community? 

Provide quality and flexible homes that meet people’s 
needs? 

Promote the use of sustainable building techniques, 
including use of sustainable building materials in 
construction? 

Provide housing in sustainable locations that allow easy 
access to a range of local services and facilities? 
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8. Transport and Accessibility 

Focus of theme: 

This theme will focus on: 

- Transport infrastructure, transport usage, traffic flows and congestion and 
accessibility within the Ripley NP area.  

Policy Context 

The table below sets out the key documents that have been considered as part of the 
contextual review.  The key messages emerging from these are summarised below in 
Table 8.1.  

Table 8.1: Policy context documents 

Scale Document Title Year of 
publication 

Weblink 

N
a
ti
o
n
a

l 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 Accessible here   

The Transport Investment Strategy – Moving Britain Ahead 2017 Accessible here     

The Department for Transport’s Cycling and Walking 
Investment Strategy 

2016 Accessible here  

Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge 2020 Accessible here  

Clean Air Strategy 2019 Accessible here  

Gear Change: A bold vision for cycling and walking 2020 Accessible here  

Local Transport Note 1/20: Cycle Infrastructure Design 2020 Accessible here  

L
o
c
a
l 

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 2011 Accessible here  

Derbyshire Cycling Plan 2016-2030 2016 Accessible here  

Amber Valley Local Plan 2006 Accessible here  

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan  2015 Accessible here  

    

The key messages emerging from the review are summarised below: 

• The Ripley NP will be required to be in general conformity with the NPPF, which 
seeks the consideration of transport issues from the earliest stages of plan-making 
and development proposals to address any known issues and maximise 
opportunities to increase accessibility, particularly by walking, cycling and public 
transport.  Larger developments are expected to be delivered in areas which are 
or can be made sustainable by limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine 
choice of transport modes.  However, it is recognised that sustainable transport 
solutions will vary between urban and rural environments. 

• National transport strategies set out investment priorities which ultimately all seek 
to improve the connectivity, effectiveness and reliably of transport networks, whilst 
reducing impacts on the natural environment (including through decarbonisation).  
Furthermore, they place great emphasis on making cycling and walking the natural 
choice for shorter journeys, or as part of a longer journeys.  This includes 
investment in new and upgraded infrastructure, changing perceptions and 
increasing safety.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-investment-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/512895/cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/932122/decarbonising-transport-setting-the-challenge.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951074/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-1-20.pdf
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/transport-roads/transport-plans/ltp3/derbyshire-local-transport-plan-three-ltp3-2011-to-2026-full-document.pdf
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8faa70da22f24fa7a58632fb644bdc4c
http://www.cartogold.co.uk/AmberValley/text/00_cont.htm
https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=8c4ec367630e43a9aab2d04dc9698ef0
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• The Derbyshire Local Transport Plan sets out the proposed transport solutions for 
the county up until 2026. It aims to create a transport system that is fair and 
efficient, which enables healthier lifestyles, safer communities, a safeguarded and 
enhanced natural environment and better access to jobs and services. It is 
supported by the Cycling Plan which aims to make the county a world class cycling 
destination for all and for a variety of purposes.  

• The Amber Valley Local Plan aims to promote sustainable modes of transport, 
improve accessibility and reduce the need to travel, especially by car. Whilst 
policies from the made Ripley NP are relevant, the emerging plan update will seek 
to replace the current document and as such, will supersede existing policies. The 
Ripley NP supports improvements to its transport and connectivity, including 
through the promotion of sustainable travel options, however the Plan lacks 
specific policy to support such improvements.  

 

Baseline Summary 

Current baseline 

 

Figure 8.1: Key transport assets 

Figure 8.1 shows that the NP area has two main strategic transport routes (A38 and 
A610) running north-south and east-west. There are also a number of smaller B Roads 
and Minor Roads which connect the smaller settlements across the area. There are 
also a number of accessible railway stations to the north of Ripley as well as in the 
west of the area. There are a number of (public rights of way) PROWs across the NP 
area, especially across the open countryside found between established settlements. 
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Figure 8.2: Methods of travel to work (2011 Census) 

As shown by Figure 8.2, Ripley sees lower proportions of people commuting by 
sustainable means (walking, cycling, public transport) when compared to regional and 
national scales and larger rates of people commuting by driving a car or van.  This 
suggests some level of car dependency in the area, with potential issues relating to 
poor provisions of infrastructure and services to support sustainable travel choices.  

Figure 8.3 reveals a  pattern which suggests that active commuting is most prevalent 
in the eastern side of the NP area, in  Ripley. The maps also highlight that public 
transport use rates are higher in Ripley as well as the other small settlements in the 
west of the NP area.  
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Figure 8.3: Maps showing rates of sustainable commuting rates. Active travel (left) and public transport (right). (Census 2011) 



Ripley Neighbourhood Plan: SA Scoping Report  
  

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Ripley Town Council   
 

AECOM 
60 

 

 

Figure 8.4: Car ownership (Census, 2011) 

Figure 8.4 shows that broadly, multiple car/van ownership is marginally higher than 
average in Ripley and Amber Valley than other comparative scales of geography. This 
may relate to its rural nature with a reduced level of sustainable transport 
infrastructures and services when compared to cities. Figure 8.5 highlights that car 
dependency may be higher in rural areas, including rural settlements in the west of the 
Ripley area.  

 

Figure 8.5: Map showing rates of commuting by car or van (Census, 2011) 
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Figure 8.6: Commuter flows. In-flows (left) and out-flows (right). (2011 Census) 
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Commuting is a key focus for transport and the movement of people within, into and 
out of an area. Figure 8.6 shows that the key origins of people commuting into the 
Ripley area are Heanor, Kilburn, Belper, Swanwick, Leabrooks and Somercotes. Key 
commuter outflow destinations include Alfreton, Pinxton, Somercotes, Heanor, Kilburn, 
Derby Belper and Matlock. Figure 8.7 reveals that the greatest movements of people 
for commuting purposes occurs within Ripley, with some less significant flows between 
Ripley and the smaller settlements to the west of the NP area.  

 

Figure 8.7: Internal commuter flows (2011 Census) 
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Future baseline 

New development has the potential to further increase car dependency and ownership 
in the Ripley NP area, however national and local policy drivers which are pushing a 
focus on active travel may help to mitigate this potential issue and lead to additional 
services and infrastructure which support sustainable transport choices.  

The location of future development may shift commuting patterns within the Ripley 
area; any development within the urban area of Ripley would be expected to reduce 
car dependency somewhat.  

A shift in working patterns as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic has meant that 
working-from-home is likely to influence the commuting patterns of those whose work 
permits such practices. As such, commuter flows are expected to remain at a reduced 
level (at least in the short term).  

Key Issues 

• Ripley as an area has high rates of car dependence and ownership, when 
compared to regional and national averages. 

• Rural settlements and countryside areas have low rates of active travel 
commuting. 

• Rural areas outside of the main established settlements within the NP area have 
low rates of commuting via public transport. 

• Commuting within, outside of and into Ripley shows that the greatest flows are to 
and from relatively local areas (mostly within 10 miles (Euclidean distance)).  

• The area has a number of railway stations located in areas nearby to established 
settlements, though some areas have better accessibility to these than others in 
terms of proximity.  

Scoping Outcome 

 The SEA topic ‘Transport and Accessibility’ has been SCOPED OUT of the 
SEA. The likely scale of additional housing growth in the NP area is unlikely to 
lead to significant effects.  
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9. The SEA Framework and Methodologies 

The SEA Framework 

The SEA framework has been established through the identification of key issues and 
environmental objectives as part of the scoping exercise. This draws upon the baseline 
position and policy context that has been prepared for a range of SEA topics (as set 
out in Chapters 2-8). 

The framework consists of a set of headline objectives and ancillary questions, which 
will be used to appraise the environmental effects of the draft Development Plan 
Document (and any reasonable alternatives). 

Table 9.1 below outlines the full SEA Framework, which brings together the objectives 
and questions that have been set out at the end of each SEA topic chapter.  The 
Framework focuses on those issues that have been identified as the most important 
to consider in the preparation of the Plan; but acknowledging the limited influence that 
the Plan can have in some areas. 

Table 9.1: SEA Framework 

SEA theme SEA objective Assessment questions – will the option/proposal 
help to: 

Biodiversity Protect and enhance 
all biodiversity and 
geological features, 
and support 
ecological 
connectivity. 

Support/ improve the status and condition of the 
area’s Local Nature Reserves and SSSIs? 

Protect and enhance priority habitats, and the 
habitats of priority species?  

Achieve a net gain in biodiversity? 

Support ecological connectivity within the Plan area 
and in the wider surroundings? 

Support enhancements to multifunctional green and 
blue infrastructure networks? 

Support access to, interpretation and understanding 
of biodiversity and geodiversity? 

Climate 
Change 
Resilience 

Support the resilience 
of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Area to the 
potential effects of 
climate change, 
including flooding 

Avoid development in areas at risk of flooding, 
taking into account the likely future effects of climate 
change? 

Increase resilience of the built and natural 
environment to the effects of climate change? 

Ensure that the potential risks associated with 
climate change are considered in new development 
in the plan area? 

Improve and extend green infrastructure networks in 
the plan area to support climate change adaptation? 

Sustainably manage water run-off, reducing surface 
water runoff (either within the plan area or 
downstream)? 
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Climate 
Change 
Mitigation 

Reduce the level of 
contribution to 
climate change made 
by activities within the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Area 

Increase the number of new developments meeting 
or exceeding sustainable design criteria? 

Reduce energy consumption from non-renewable 
sources? 

Generate energy from low or zero carbon sources? 

Reduce the need to travel or the number of journeys 
made? 

Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, 
including walking, cycling and public transport? 

Ensure rural development does not contribute 
towards further increases in high energy use and 
unstainable travel?  

Historic 
Environment 

Protect, maintain and 
enhance the rich 
historic environment 
within and 
surrounding the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Area, including the 
Derwent Valley Mills 
World Heritage Site, 
further designated 
and non-designated 
heritage assets and 
archaeological 
assets. 

Protect or enhance the integrity and special qualities 
of the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and 
its setting, and positively contribute to its ongoing 
conservation? 

Conserve and enhance Listed Buildings, Locally 
Listed Buildings, and their settings, within and 
surrounding the Plan area? 

Conserve, enhance and help to restore the Butterley 
Works Blast Furnaces, Canal Tunnel and 
Underground Warf? 

Conserve and enhance local identity, distinctiveness 
and character? 

Support access to, interpretation and understanding 
of the historic environment? 

Landscape Protect and enhance 
the character and 
quality of landscapes 
and townscapes 
within and 
surrounding the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
area 

Conserve and enhance landscape character? 

Conserve and enhance townscape character? 

Protect and enhance key landscape features? 

Population 
and Housing 

Cater for existing and 
future residents’ 
needs as well as the 
needs of different 
groups in the 
community, improve 
access to local, high-
quality community 
services and facilities 
and reduce 
deprivation in the 
most deprived areas. 

Promote the development of a range of high quality, 
accessible community facilities? 

Encourage and promote social cohesion and 
encourage active involvement of local people in 
community activities? 

Minimise fuel poverty? 

Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existing 
local residents? 



Ripley Neighbourhood Plan: SA Scoping Report  
  

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Ripley Town Council   
 

AECOM 
66 

 

 
  

Improve the availability and accessibility of key local 
facilities, including specialist services for disabled 
and older people? 

Support the provision of land for allotments and 
cemeteries? 

 Provide everyone 
with the opportunity 
to live in good quality, 
affordable housing, 
and ensure an 
appropriate mix of 
dwelling sizes, types 
and tenures. 

Support the provision of a range of house types and 
sizes, including specialist needs? 

Support the provision of affordable housing? 

Support enhancements to the current housing 
stock? 

Meet the needs of all sectors of the community? 

Provide quality and flexible homes that meet 
people’s needs? 

Promote the use of sustainable building techniques, 
including use of sustainable building materials in 
construction? 

Provide housing in sustainable locations that allow 
easy access to a range of local services and 
facilities? 
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10. Next Steps 

Subsequent stages for the SEA process  

Scoping (the current stage) is the second stage in a six-stage SEA process:  

• Screening (NPPG Stage A) 

• Scoping (NPPG Stage B) 

• Assess reasonable alternatives, with a view to informing preparation of the draft 
plan (NPPG Stage C) 

• Assess the draft plan and prepare the Environmental Report with a view to 
informing consultation and plan finalisation (NPPG Stage D/E) 

• Publish a ‘statement’ at the time of plan adoption in order to ‘tell the story’ of plan-
making/SEA (and present ‘measures decided concerning monitoring’) (NPPG 
Stage F) 

The next stage will involve appraising reasonable alternatives for the Plan.  This will 
consider alternative policy approaches for the Plan. The findings of the appraisal of 
these alternatives will be fed back so that they can be considered when preparing the 
draft plan. 

Consultation on the Scoping Report 

Public involvement through consultation is a key element of the SEA process. At this 
scoping stage, the SEA Regulations require consultation with statutory consultation 
bodies but not full consultation with the public. The statutory consultation bodies are 
the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England.  The Scoping Report 
has been released to these three statutory consultees. 

Consultees are invited to comment on the content of this Scoping Report, in particular 
the evidence base for the SEA, the identified key issues and the proposed SEA 
Framework. 

Comments on the Scoping Report should be sent to: 

Ian McCluskey, Associate Director, AECOM Ltd, 1 New York Street, Manchester, M1 
4HN 

Email address: ian.mccluskey@aecom.com     

All comments received on the Scoping Report will be reviewed and will influence the 
development of the SEA where appropriate.  
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11. Appendix 

Air Quality 

 

Figure 11.1: Potential sources of air pollution 

Figure 11.1 shows that there are no AQMAs within the Ripley area. Busy roads and 
junctions are another potential source of problematic air pollution, though the size of 
the area, likely congestion and spread of A Roads mean that issues are not expected 
to be problematic, nor would the scale of development likely in the NP area be 
expected to lead to significant effects.  

A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to air quality are not likely under 
the scope of the Ripley NP.  
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Health and Wellbeing 

 

Figure 11.2: Green infrastructure and PROW 

Figure 11.2 shows that it is evident that there are a number of both formal and informal 
open green spaces which are accessible by public rights of way. These are important 
factors for improve mental and physical health outcomes, which are beneficial for 
wellbeing.  

A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to health and wellbeing are not 
likely under the scope of the Ripley NP.  
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Soil and Land 

 

Figure 11.3: Agricultural Land Classification 

The significant majority of land across the Ripley NP area is not considered to be 
valuable in terms of its agricultural potential (Figure 11.3).  

A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to soil and land are not likely 
under the scope of the Ripley NP.  
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Water Quality and Resources 

 

Figure 11.4: Watercourses 

Figure 11.4 shows that the River Amber and Hartshay Brook are the two main 
watercourses across the NP area, with the Butterley Reservoir being the main 
waterbody which falls (partly) within the area. The reservoir is adjacent to the Butterley 
Ironworks site which has received planning permission. Whilst this may have some 
potential to lead to water quality implications during the construction phases of 
development, this forms a part of the baseline position and in determining the planning 
application no significant issues were raised in regards to this matter. 

Constraints including Green Belt land and low quality ALC mean that it is unlikely that 
development would come forward on land with potential future agricultural use, 
meaning that future reductions in nitrate based pollution are unlikely.  
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A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to water quality are not likely 
under the scope of the Ripley NP.  

 

Minerals 

The Derbyshire New Minerals Local Plan10 (emerging) has highlighted the Ripley NP 
area as being entirely within a safeguarding area for Surface Coal as well as part of it 
(following the path of the River Amber) is safeguarded for sand and gravel. The scale 
of development alongside Green Belt designations means that development would be 
expected to come forward within or adjacent to existing settlements across the area, 
none of which are likely to be appropriate for mineral extraction.  

A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to minerals are not likely under 
the scope of the Ripley NP.  

 

Waste 

The scope of the Ripley NP is not likely to effect waste to a significant extent. Waste 
is an area covered by Derbyshire County Council and the responsible waste authority. 
The Derby and Derbyshire Waste Local Plan11 should be referred to for further 
information.  

A 2020 SEA and HRA screening determination document completed by Lepus 
Consulting concluded that significant effects in relation to waste are not likely under 
the scope of the Ripley NP.  

  

 
10 Derbyshire County Council (2019) Spring 2018 Consultation, [online]  Accessible here  
11 Derbyshire County Council (2005) Derby and Derbyshire Waste Local Plan, [online] Accessible here  

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/environment/planning/planning-policy/minerals-waste-development-framework/minerals-plan/minerals-local-plan.aspx
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/environment/planning/planning-policy/minerals-waste-development-framework/derby-and-derbyshire-waste-local-plan.pdf
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