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Welcome to the April 2022 edition of the Ripley Town Council newsletter. We aim to make Ripley better place. We
will try and help all those who need it, by building and strengthening relationships with individuals, groups and
communities. We aim to create a more secure and inclusive Ripley by helping individuals, families and
communities to thrive. We will work towards a more fairly shared society seeking to strengthen opportunities for
all in education, health, housing, employment, transport, leisure and culture.

Ripley Neighbourhood Plan
Planning for our future
By Councillor Steve Freeborn
The current Ripley Neighbourhood Plan (RNP)
‘runs out’ in 2028 but it is proposed that it is
updated in a few areas - we hope to improve
the environmental (and some other) planning
requirements. All the documentation for the
suggestions is available on the Ripley Town
Council website, and there has also been the
chance for people to view - and comment – on
the proposals ‘in person’ at Greenwich
Community Centre.

Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct
power to develop a shared vision for their
neighbourhood and shape the development and
growth of their local area.
Before the amendments are formally adopted, two
things must happen. Firstly, the public must
approve the amendments through a public ballot –
it is hoped that Amber Valley Borough Council
(AVBC) will arrange this for 5th May (the date of
local government elections).
Secondly, the
Planning Authority - which is AVBC - must formally
adopt the changes if they are approved by a
majority in the ballot.
Clearly, as Leader of the Council, I hope you will
vote in favour of the proposed amendments.

Bullbridge
Sawmills

Looking to the future, later this year Ripley Town
Council will be starting to detail the processes and
timetable for establishing a new Neighbourhood
Plan, to take effect in 2028. How we go about it,
and how you can get involved, will be reported in
future newsletters.
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A focus on the history of Butterley
We are featuring each of the new information boards which have been installed throughout the Ripley
Township. Here’s the next one in the series about Butterley. It is also available to read on the Ripley
Town Council website.

www.ddcab.org.uk

Ripley Town Centre traders at the meeting

Ripley Hospital Butterley Ward
– a temporary reprieve at least
By Councillor
Steve Freeborn
Updating our Environment
Policy
In the last issue of this newsletter, we
reported on the closure of Ripley Hospital’s
Butterley Ward, and that Nigel Mills MP had yet
to reply to RTC’s emailed letter lobbying for its
retention. A full reply has now been received,
and we thank Nigel Mills MP for this.
It is true that many services are provided at
Ripley Hospital, but they are all daytime ones like
we have for Physiotherapy, X-ray, Phlebotomy,
and the new appointment system for A & E. As far
as RTC can ascertain, the township might be
reasonably confident these services will stay open.
It is also true that the Butterley Ward has been
re-opened which is great news, but unfortunately it
is not guaranteed to stay that way... It seems the
Ward was re-opened to help the NHS in
Derbyshire meet extra demand for beds from the
‘winter surge’.

Hospital have been funded by the people of
Ripley through their support of the amazing work of
the hospital’s League of Friends. Ripley Town
Council believes that the in-hospital care services
that were transferred from the Butterley Ward to
Ripley Town Council is reminded that the Ilkeston Hospital – along with the staff providing
Butterley Ward and many other facilities at Ripley the services - should be returned to Ripley
Hospital, permanently.

Lights, camera, action!
Ripley Town Council were granted funding from the Welcome Back Fund. The purpose of the
fund is to create and promote a safe environment for local trade and tourism, particularly in high
streets. As part of that funding, we have produced a short video, promoting the Ripley Township
as a wonderful town to shop and live in.
The video has been created by 5Lamps Media based in Derby in liaison with our Deputy Clerk,
Hannah Curzon. It can be viewed online on the Ripley Town Council website and social media
platforms. Copies have also been sent to local tourism websites, businesses and estate agents to use to
promote Ripley.
We are thankful to the local businesses and tourist
attractions for their help in making this video. We are
proud of our Township and all the amazing people in it
and we hope that when you see the video, it makes you
proud of where you live too.

Focus on what Ripley Town Council provides for
young people in the Ripley Township
The aim of Ripley Town Council can be read on the front page of this newsletter. Quite simply,
we want to make the Ripley Township a better place for everyone who lives, works and is
educated here.
Over the next year, we have committed £30,000 towards youth provision. We are branching our focus
out from activities in Ripley to the surrounding villages in the Township for 10 to 16 year olds. All our
youth activities are aimed at making new friends, trying something new, building
confidence and learning new skills, and the best thing is, we are able to provide the clubs free of charge
to the young people.
We are grateful to have been awarded a grant of £15,000 in total from the previous and current
Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner to help us continue our current youth programme.
Please keep an eye out for what we provide during school holidays, on our social media and
website. We advise booking on the session - details are on our website. Here’s what we currently do
during the week.

New guide for a Ripley to Belper
walk along the Coppice Brook
The Trent Rivers Trust is bringing together businesses,
communities and organisations to make local brooks
cleaner, more enjoyable and better for wildlife.
Ripley Town Council has helped to fund the project, The
River Starts Here over the last three years.
Trent Rivers Trust has produced a guide for a 5 mile
linear walk following the route of the babbling Coppice
Brook from its source as a tiny stream in Ripley through
undulating countryside to the River Derwent in Belper.
The guide has details about the route and includes images of local
landmarks and questions and answers for you to consider about the brook. Importantly, it tells you which
bus to catch back from Belper to Ripley if you didn’t want to walk back!
The guide can be downloaded from the Ripley Town Council website.

Have you seen an obstruction on a
Public Right of Way (PRoW)?

Report any issues by calling
Derbyshire County Council
01629 533192 or by texting 86555
Report via their website
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

If so, please report it to Derbyshire County Council.
Obstructions on public rights of way present a
serious problem to users. Here's a list of some of the
problems encountered:
•
•
•
•
•

barbed wire across paths
Buildings / fencing
ploughed and cropped paths
overgrown hedges / encroachment
stiles and gates in disrepair

Ripley Mayor supporting
Salvation Army Coffee Morning
The Mayor of Ripley, Councillor Roland Emmas-Williams, and his
Consort, Mrs. Sheila Emmas-Williams recently attended the
monthly coffee morning at Ripley Salvation Army on Heath Road.
Last year, Ripley Town Council gave the Salvation Army a grant of
£1000 towards helping less fortunate families in the Ripley
Township with Christmas food parcels.
The Community Cafe is open the last Friday of the month from
10am until 1pm.

Pictured - Cllr Paul Lobley BEM
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Pictured L-R: Ian Brown (Corps Secretary), Lieutenant Callum Thompson (Corps
Officer), in the kitchen – Iris Brown and Pat Beauchamp, Mayor Cllr Roland EmmasWilliams, Consort Shelia Emmas-Williams and Peter Raggett (Corps CSM).
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